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                      Scotland’s Emergency Medical Retrieval Service (EMRS) saves lives by providing critical care and safe transfer to definitive treatment for patients in remote healthcare locations and at accident scenes. The team is ready to respond by helicopter, plane or fast response vehicle within minutes of activation.
Our aim is to provide equity of access to life saving care irrespective of the patient’s location.
The service is funded by NHS Scotland.
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  Scotland’s Emergency Medical Retrieval Service (EMRS) saves lives by providing critical care and safe transfer to definitive treatment for patients in remote healthcare locations and at accident scenes. The team is ready to respond by helicopter, plane or fast response vehicle within minutes of activation.
Our aim is to provide equity of access to life saving care irrespective of the patient’s location.
The service is funded by NHS Scotland.























  
  








  

  





 









  About US
Scotland’s Emergency Medical Retrieval Service (EMRS) saves lives by providing critical care and safe transfer to definitive treatment for patients in remote healthcare locations and at accident scenes.
EMRS provides the following to the people of Scotland:
	Consultant and Retrieval Practitioner delivered aeromedical retrieval from rural health care facilities throughout Scotland.

	Pre-hospital critical care of major trauma patients

	Multiple casualty major incident management and critical care

	Telemedicine advice to rural health care colleagues

	Rural facility outreach training

	Research in pre-hospital and retrieval medicine

	Post graduate training in pre-hospital and retrieval medicine


With 47 (… whole time equivalent) retrieval consultants, fourteen retrieval practitioners and four registrars the service now undertakes 1000 retrieval missions per year.
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  Seriously ill and injured patients require early critical care interventions and rapid, safe transfer to a centre capable of providing definitive surgical and intensive care. The survival and functional outcome of these patients is dependant on the timeliness of these interventions to stabilise airway, respiratory and circulatory compromise. The provision of emergency care and safe transfer of these patients, difficult in large urban hospitals, is extremely challenging in remote and rural environments.
The internationally recognised solution to the challenge of providing the rural population with equity of access to critical care is a centrally located, dedicated aeromedical retrieval service.
In 2004 a group of ten volunteer consultants based in Glasgow and Paisley started Scotland’s Emergency Medical Retrieval Service. With just £40 000 of funding for equipment, the original service covered six rural hospitals in Argyll and Bute. In its first year EMRS retrieved forty patients. Over the following few years the team built up clinical evidence of the life saving benefits and cost effectiveness of rural retrieval service for Scotland. The consultants developed their own service model and business plan. The service gained support from the rural population, rural clinicians, the media and from politicians.
In 2008 the Scottish Government funded an 18 month extended pilot of the service covering the West of Scotland. An independent service evaluation was resoundingly positive, demonstrating value for money and life saving benefits of critical care retrieval. EMRS was awarded permanent funding and expanded to the full country in 2010.
In April 2014, EMRS became part of ScotSTAR, the national specialist transport service, with the Scottish Ambulance Service, Paediatric Retrieval Service and Neonatal Transport Service.
In 2018, the EMRS were awarded recurrent funding from the development of the Scottish Trauma Network to introduce another team.  After consultation, it was decided to locate this team in the North of Scotland with Aberdeen being the preferred location.  This allows the EMRS to deliver critical care to more patients and in a more timely fashion. 
This has resulted in the original EMRS team now being known as EMRS West and the new team being EMRS North.
As well as providing retrieval of critically ill and injured patients, the EMRS has worked with local healthcare practitioners to improve educational opportunities relating to rural emergency care.
The service has also developed a world leading reputation for research relating to critical care retrieval and in the education and training of specialist and advanced retrieval practitioners.
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            EMRS Scotland

          
          RT @Alastair__Ross: Advert for @EMRSscotland North clinical fellow post now out (Feb 24 start)  https://t.co/uzYXi3FSNa @Scotambservice… https://t.co/HnzpFg2HUd

          29 Mar 2023, 8:33 pm
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            EMRS Scotland

          
          🎉 https://t.co/D8AAQtUwLk

          2 Dec 2022, 7:40 am
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            EMRS Scotland

          
          Applications for our Clinical Fellowships in Pre-Hospital & Retrieval Medicine are now open

https://t.co/4QZ9Mqwq4T https://t.co/Vt5oynah5S

          5 Nov 2022, 8:29 pm
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            EMRS Scotland

          
          RT @_retrieval: Important announcement incoming

Watch this space 👀

          27 Oct 2022, 4:17 pm
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            EMRS Scotland

          
          RT @ross_moy: https://t.co/o8XCNyXE0p

@EMRSscotland are recruiting for two clinical fellows. 

Come work with us, experience pre… https://t.co/bXBdQVqQXr

          26 Oct 2022, 2:02 pm
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            EMRS Scotland

          
          Applications for the 2023 diet of the Diploma in Retrieval and Transfer Medicine (DipRTM) are now welcome - please… https://t.co/Vw9qL6GsNf

          14 Oct 2022, 2:20 pm
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  Address
Emergency Medical Retrieval Service (West)
ScotSTAR
Hangar B
180 Abbotsinch Road
Paisley
PA3 2RY
ENQUIRIES
Anne Cadman
T  0141 810 6691
E  Contact Us























  
  











  Address
Emergency Medical Retrieval Service (North)
ScotSTAR
GAMA Hangar
Foinavon Close
Dyce
AB21 7EG
ENQUIRIES
Chris Lawrence
T  01224 812255
E  Contact Us























  
  











        

      

    


    
    


  